
THE BEAUTIFUL NEXT CHAPTER

Alaska Cruise
Packing & Outfit Guide
What I actually wore on a September cruise -

plus what I would pack differently next time.
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Start Here

Alaska is one of those trips that makes you want to pack for every possible weather scenario. I did too.

After nine days, the biggest lesson was simple: I did not need more clothes. I needed the right clothes -

lightweight layers, practical shoes, and pieces that could work in more than one setting.

My Alaska packing rule now

"If something only works for one outfit or one situation, it has to

work pretty hard to earn space in my suitcase."

THE 4-PIECE LAYER FORMULA

1 BASE

Lightweight long- or
short-sleeve base layer

2 MID

Sweater, cardigan or
chambray shirt

3 OUTER

Rain jacket or warm
puffer

4 BOTTOM

Leggings or waterproof
pants

BEFORE YOU PACK

Check your exact itinerary and forecast shortly before departure; Alaska weather can vary quickly.

Plan around activities, not just ports. Glacier viewing can feel much colder than walking around town.

Choose a small color palette so tops, bottoms and layers can be repeated in different combinations.

Leave room for souvenirs. You will probably wear fewer different outfits than you expect.
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What Earned Its Suitcase Space

The real workhorses

Lightweight 32 Degrees base layers - especially the thinner tops and bottoms.

Black leggings - comfortable enough for the ship and easy to dress up for dinner.

One cardigan - useful indoors, at dinner and layered over base pieces.

One chambray shirt - lighter than another sweater and easy to layer.

Waterproof pants - not an everyday piece, but absolutely worth having when needed.

Hiking shoes and Uggs - these became the two pairs I reached for most.

Two scarves and one pair of gloves - enough variety without unnecessary duplicates.

What I would leave home next time

Extra sweaters - one or two pullovers were plenty.

Heavier fleece leggings - the thinner base layer bottoms were more versatile.

The skirt - black leggings were dressy enough for the ship.

Multiple dressy tops - I wore one, and could honestly have skipped them.

Extra shoe options - my tennis shoes and black boots barely got worn.

The surprise lesson

Cruise dinners did not require a separate wardrobe. A fitted black base layer or simple sweater with black
leggings looked pulled together and kept the packing list much smaller.
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Four Outfit Formulas That Worked

RAINY PORT DAY GLACIER VIEWING

CASUAL SHIP DINNER COZY SEA DAY
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Port-Day Dressing

I found that the same small group of pieces could handle very different Alaska days. The trick was changing the
number of layers rather than creating an entirely new outfit for every stop.

KETCHIKAN

Think rain-ready first: lightweight base, leggings or waterproof pants, practical walking shoes, rain shell
and a scarf.

ICY STRAIT POINT

Comfort and warmth mattered more than novelty. Repeat your strongest base pieces and adjust with a
sweater or outer layer.

SKAGWAY

A walking-friendly day: breathable base, light mid-layer, comfortable shoes, and a jacket you can carry if
it warms up.

JUNEAU

Build for changing conditions. Start with a base layer and add warmth only as needed; waterproof
options are useful.

GLACIER BAY

This is where layering earns its keep. Standing outside watching scenery can feel much colder than
walking in port.

SEA DAY

Comfort wins: leggings, base layer, cardigan or sweater, and warm casual shoes. Easy enough for
lounging, nice enough for the ship.
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My Streamlined Alaska Capsule

If I packed the same trip tomorrow, this is the capsule I would build first. It is intentionally smaller than what I
originally brought.

TOPS & LAYERS

3-4 lightweight base-layer tops

1-2 pullovers

1 cardigan

1 chambray or lightweight shirt

1 rain jacket

1 warm jacket or puffer

BOTTOMS

1 lightweight base-layer bottom

2 pairs black leggings

1 waterproof pant

SHOES & ACCESSORIES

1 pair hiking/walking shoes

1 warm casual shoe (Ugg-style)

2 scarves

1 pair gloves

Warm hat if forecast warrants

DINNER / SHIP

Use the same black leggings

Black fitted top or turtleneck base layer

Sweater or cardigan

Simple jewelry if you want to dress it up
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What I Learned About Cruise Packing

1 Repeat outfits on purpose

Nobody is keeping score. Repeating the same leggings, base layer, sweater or jacket in a different
combination is exactly what a good capsule wardrobe is supposed to do.

2 Pack for transitions

The best pieces moved easily from excursion to ship, or from daytime to dinner. Those are the pieces that
deserve suitcase space.

3 Comfort is not the enemy of style

Black leggings, a fitted base top and a good cardigan can look polished without packing a separate dinner
wardrobe.

4 Shoes need a job

If a pair does not have a clear purpose - hiking, warmth, rain, or dress - it is probably a candidate to leave
home.

5 Thin layers beat bulky backups

The lightweight 32 Degrees pieces were easier to repeat and layer than heavier cold-weather items.

6 Leave some empty space

Alaska is not the trip where you want to wrestle an overstuffed suitcase every time you change hotels,
cabins or transportation.
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Printable Alaska Cruise Packing Checklist
Use this as a starting point and adjust for your itinerary, forecast and excursions.

BASE LAYERS

3-4 lightweight tops

1 lightweight bottom

MID LAYERS

1-2 sweaters

1 cardigan

1 chambray/light shirt
BOTTOMS

2 pairs leggings

1 waterproof pant

OUTERWEAR

Rain jacket

Warm puffer/jacket
SHOES

Hiking/walking shoes

Warm casual shoes

ACCESSORIES

2 scarves

1 pair gloves

Warm hat

Sunglasses

SHIP / DINNER

Black fitted top

Simple jewelry

Cardigan or sweater
TRAVEL EXTRAS

Day bag/backpack

Refillable water bottle

Portable charger

Medications

Cruise documents / ID

Binoculars if desired

MY NOTES / EXCURSION-SPECIFIC ITEMS
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THE BEAUTIFUL NEXT CHAPTER

Less really can be more.

Pack pieces that know how to multitask - then spend

your trip looking at Alaska instead of your

suitcase.

Use this guide with the full Alaska blog post

What I Actually Wore on a September Alaska Cruise -

and What I'd Pack Differently

Travel • Style • Creative Living • Cozy Cottage

A beautiful life is never finished.


